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Comparison of area features between Sage 50 
Account s & Instant Accounts

There are a number of key areas that Sage 50 Accounts offers more powerful functionality 

over the Instant Range. 

Area Features Benefits 

Credit 

Control – 

Customer 

Credit History, Days to 

pay, Sales Outstanding, 

Days Sales Overdue, 

Suggested Supplier 

Payments, Contact 

Management, Terms 

Setting, Disputed items, 

Mailing restrictions 

Contacts 

Many businesses fail due to cashflow problems that can 

be more easily prevented with good credit control 

practice. The credit control capability in Sage 50 

Accounts enables businesses to be more in control of 

their cashflow and how they manage their customers 

and suppliers.  The longer an invoice is outstanding, the 

less profit the business gets.  Thus Sage 50 Accounts 

offers greater control in ensuring that they set the terms 

for their customers, check their credit history to reduce 

the risk of taking on customers who cost them their 

business.

Customer & 

Supplier 

Records 

Default Nominal Code, 

Duplicate accounts, Batch 

change, Contra Entries 

New contact 

management 

More efficient processing in setting up accounts, 

processing with the accounts and linking in to 3rd Party 

software for direct debit collection. 

Discounts Discounted Price Lists, 

One off discount per item, 

Customer Price List, 

Stock price list, By 

Invoice Value, By 

Quantity

Discounts are commonly used in business to reward 

loyal customers and provide an incentive to purchase 

more.

Sage 50 Accounts offers much greater flexibility in 

managing discounts for both customers and suppliers.   

Different accounts can have different levels of discount 

depending on what, when and how much they purchase.  

They may use different suppliers to purchase the same 

goods and want to get the best price. 

If administering this on a more manual basis, there is a 
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Area Features Benefits 

risk of goods costing more as they are not getting the 

best prices from the suppliers.  For their customers, it is 

more difficult to promote the offers they have and risk 

over charging their customers creating unnecessary 

dissatisfaction, generating corrections and resulting in 

invoices taking longer to pay. 

Stock BOM (Acc Plus), Stock 

Take, Shortfall 

Stock Type – Service, 

Locations 

Images (WEB), Intrastat, 

Last order date 

Last order quantity, Re-

order level, Re-order 

quantity

If a business manages stock, the Sage 50 Accounts 

range allows them to keep a much tighter control.  If they 

are dealing with high volume of stock or many product 

lines, then Sage 50 Accounts is a more logical solution.  

Monitoring stock levels ensures they order on a timely 

basis and also the appropriate amount so they are not 

left short at busy times and also have too much stock in 

hand –reducing their profit. 

The stock take functionality means they do not have to 

keep manual systems and can account for their stock 

more easily. 

Invoicing Proforma’s, Mix & Match 

(Acc Pro Only) 

Labels, Recurring, 

Delivery Address 

Contacts, Additional line 

item, Order Reference 

(Accounts Professional 

only), Courier – despatch 

tracking, Invoice Profit by 

item

The Invoicing capability of Sage 50 Accounts is much 

more powerful than the Instant Range.  Delivery 

addresses ensure they deliver goods to the correct 

contact at the correct customer location. 

They can easily deal with tracking delivery enquiries via 

the despatch tracking. 

They can also track profit per item or per invoice 

allowing them an instant view of how much profit they 

make with each invoice. 

This together with order processing, recurring 

transactions allows businesses to operate much more 

efficiently

Report 

Designer 

Advanced capability See new features.  Not only easier but much more 

flexible, removes the need to generate multiple reports 

or perform calculations externally.  Allows a suite of 

reports totally customised to the needs of each individual 

business that uses Sage 50 Accounts. 

P&L Transactional P&L, Many businesses use the department analysis 



12

Area Features Benefits 

Departments Balance Sheets (Acc Plus 

& Accounts Professional) 

extensively – sales reps, locations, jobs, vans, 

departments.   

The department capability in Sage 50 Accounts is much 

more flexible, not only in its use, but more importantly in 

the analysis.   

The New Report Designer is the perfect compliment for 

any business using departments for analysis as it will 

enable them to generate the reports they require, when 

they require them. 

Up the Sage 50 Accounts range additional triggers a t a 
glance

Feature

Sage 50 

Accounts 

Sage 50 

Accounts 

plus

Sage 50 

Accounts 

Professional 

Working With Your Customers & Suppliers 

Credit Control    

Refund Management    

Multiple Delivery Addresses   

Invoice Value & Stock Quantity   

Price Lists   

Individual Customer Pricing   

Working With Your Accounts  

Charity support    

Department For Analysis  Advanced Advanced 

Prepayments & Accruals   

Fixed Asset   

Financial Year Change   

Journal Reversal   

Cheque Printing   

Budget & Department Management  

Consolidation   

Foreign Currency Price Lists  

Foreign Trader & Revaluation   
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Mix & Match Invoices & SOP    

Multi-User Max 2 Users Max 2 Users Max 10 Users 

Working With Your Products & Services 

Bill Of Materials   

Stock Allocations    

SOP & POP  

Sales Order Fulfilment  

Extending the capability of your solution specific to your business needs 

Report Designer    

Additional Companies    

Sage Additions    

CIS (additional purchase required)    

Retail   

Manufacturing   

Construct    

Up the range upgrade triggers – in more detail 

When to upgrade to Accountant? 
 Credit Control  -Instant accounts provides many small businesses the basic accounting 

system they need, but if they want to grow, they really need to take more active control 
over their business – Sage 50 Accounts provides more sophisticated features to control 
the business – such as Credit Control to help manage cash flow in and out of the 
business. 

 Improved Report Capabilities  - The reporting in Sage 50 Accounts is also stronger than 
Instant – including Excel Integrated Reporting to allow managers to analyse their 
business performance in far more detail (see new features).  With the new batch reporting 
feature, all reports can now be produced at the touch of a button. 

 Frequent Transactions – recurring invoices, customer receipts & supplier payments, 
allowing automation of regular transactions. 

 Refund management –  recording payments made to customers and receipts from 
suppliers directly onto their accounts, simplifying refund process and reconciliation 
procedures for VAT and Bank procedures.   

 Department Management  – whilst extended recording capability in accountant has been 
introduced, if departments are a key requirement to the business, they can produce Profit 
& Loss, Balance sheets per individual department or for a range of departments based on 
date or accounting period, allowing them to monitor business performance and key trends 
no matter what they are used for. 

 Multi companies –  it may be the business has expanded – opened another shop or 
office, the additional companies in Sage 50 Accounts will help them manage this. 

 Charities  – Sage 50 Accounts has specific functionality to support the needs of not for 
profit organisation including Fund Management, gift aid reporting  
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Sage 50 Accounts Upgrade Version and Variant 

differences

Helping you 
to…

V8 V9 V10 V11 V12 2007 2008 2009 2010 

Get up and running 

 !" #$%&'(#)&*+#

,!-.!&*#-&*#/01#

234*!5#
     

    

678.%9!*

/4*!%:5473;-'4%&5#

234*!5#
     

    

New Diary  with views by 

day, week, month 
     

  

Recurring tasks/events        
Delegate tasks (network 

versions only) 
     

    

Diary synchronisation of 

tasks with Outlook 
     

  

Ability to assign tasks to 

customers/suppliers and 

their contacts 
     

  

Automatic update of 

software
     

  

More assistance including 

tutorials, getting started 

and upgrades 
     

  

Improved corrections 

easily access and correct 

data
     

  

Practice company        
Option to access demo or        



17

Helping you 
to…

V8 V9 V10 V11 V12 2007 2008 2009 2010 

practice company on 

startup

RSS feed informing of 

updates & product news 
     

   

Information centre         
New active set up wizard, 

improved activity, smart 

links to stock & project 
     

    

Multi-company - resizable 

list & can be printed      
    

Process Maps & 

Dashboards

     

Improved Data Import - 

easier to import, import 

project records 

     

Document Manager       
Excel Integrated Reporting       
Copy & Batch Change 

Facility

      

Smart Totals & Smart 

Links

      

Drill down to source 

transaction

       

Manage Your Customers and Suppliers 

 !"  Pay Now Button on 

Invoices, chase letters and 

statements
     

    

#$%&'(!) Customer 

transactions – filter/ sort

and ability to credit and 

refund at point of 

processing (needs 

subscription to Sage Pay) 

     

    

 !"  Cash Register          
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Helping you 
to…

V8 V9 V10 V11 V12 2007 2008 2009 2010 

 !"#$%&'(Payment 

processing including sort 

/filter and recurring 

transaction management 

     

    

Improved Dashboards - 

Easily see where money 

is, what is outstanding, 

who is due aged, days to 

pay and tasks for the day 

     

  

Improved Chase debt by 

overdue, promised, 

dispute and custom views 

with smart columns to 

personalise view to suite 

needs

     

  

Prioritise Payments - who 

needs to be paid, what 

disputes need to be 

resolved, who you have 

promised to pay.

Customise the view with 

information required using 

new smart columns and 

develop own view of 

money owing. 

     

  

Easily access account 

record and view activities 

and communications with 

customer and supplier 

     

  

Easily view all 

communications with 

customers and suppliers in 

one single place 

     

  

Account balance when        
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Helping you 
to…

V8 V9 V10 V11 V12 2007 2008 2009 2010 

communication took place 

automatically added 

Communications

automatically updated 

when statements and 

letters sent 

     

  

Easily record new 

communications and 

follow up 
     

  

Store details of account 

contacts including 

address, telephone 

numbers and email 

     

  

Record notes against 

contact and delivery 

addresses
     

  

Set preferences for issuing 

of documents such as 

invoices, statements, 

letters, orders etc 

including both contact to 

issue and email. 

     

  

Contact and delivery 

addresses available in 

Accounts variant 
     

  

Easily view disputed items         
Disputes introduced into 

Accounts variant 
     

  

Record method of 

payment – cash, cheque, 

card, SO/DD, factoring, 

invoice discounting 

     

  

 Drillable reports – aged 

debt, credit management 
     

  


